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09:* If inclusion in the city and in architecture is 
understood as the integration of spatial form with the social 
content it hosts, then a purely quantitative strategy cannot 
be considered adequate. A qualitative approach is essential 
to urban development.

Political and technical discourse increasingly promotes the 
idea that Madrid should grow to 10–12 million inhabitants. 
This vision contrasts sharply with the recommendations of 
experts from the previous century, who considered an ideal 
city size to be between 250,000 and 500,000 inhabitants.

Supporters of large-scale growth argue that Madrid must 
compete economically with cities such as London or 
Paris. This argument is often linked to the infl ux of Latin 
American capital and international real estate investment 
funds. Earlier experts, however, pursued a diff erent goal. 
They sought a population size that could sustain adequate 
social services while avoiding the negative eff ects of large 
agglomerations. These eff ects include housing shortages, 
traffi  c congestion, and the destruction of built heritage. 
On a personal level, they also include anonymity and the 
erosion of social relationships.

It is widely acknowledged that the economic benefi ts of very 
large cities are distributed among relatively few actors. By 
contrast, the social benefi ts of well-managed cities tend to 
reach a much broader population. This remains true despite 
frequent references to job creation or GDP growth.

A similar logic applies to residential architecture. Today, it is 
considered acceptable for housing buildings to reach 12–20 
storeys without supposedly harming public space or social 
interaction. In practice, relationships among residents are 
often reduced to brief encounters in elevators.

From a bioclimatic perspective, however, habitable space 
should be closely integrated with nature. A residential 
building should not exceed seven storeys, roughly matching 
the height of a mature deciduous tree. Such trees provide 
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shade in summer while allowing sunlight to penetrate in 
winter.

Despite this, voices are increasingly heard—sometimes 
under the guise of environmental reasoning—that promote 
higher density through taller buildings. Even more 
problematic is the vertical extension of buildings in the 
consolidated city. These interventions are often carried 
out without studying their impact on urban facilities or on 
the urban landscape. The immediate consequences aff ect 
the street section, while broader eff ects alter the overall 
perception of entire neighbourhoods. These processes 
also lead to the displacement of existing residents and to 
prolonged disruption caused by construction works.

There is also growing discussion about revising Madrid’s 
1997 General Plan through a Strategic Plan approved on 
an extraordinary basis by the Community of Madrid. At 
present, this planning fi gure is not clearly defi ned within 
land-use legislation.

Since 1997, Madrid has changed substantially. Moreover, 
the General Plan may no longer be the most appropriate 
planning instrument due to its rigidity. Any regulatory 
change, however, requires in-depth debate and rigorous 
study involving all social groups. This has not taken 
place. The formal public consultation process cannot be 
considered suffi  cient in this regard.

In other countries, particularly Great Britain, strategic 
planning emerged from a continuous debate that began in 
the 1970s. These plans were gradually refi ned over time and 
adapted to specifi c contexts. In the 1980s, Bernardo Secchi 
further enriched this approach by introducing variables 
that had previously been underdeveloped. These included 
implementation timelines and the explicit participation of 
social and economic actors.

Inclusive planning requires an overall vision that is both 
physical and social. By contrast, the fragmentation of 
interventions—carried out through punctual modifi cations 
to the General Plan—favours speculation and harms 
residents. Such actions often fail to consider their 
cumulative eff ects, especially in terms of densifi cation. 
This is particularly evident when essential services, such as 
school places, are not adjusted accordingly.

As a result, urban facilities and services become insuffi  cient. 
This issue has been repeatedly raised by parents’ 
associations (AMPAs), whose demands have generally been 
ignored. One especially revealing case is the replacement of 
a school facility planned in the Special Plan for the Mahou-
Calderón neighbourhood with a bus museum intended to 
animate the Madrid Río area.

Urban inequality is also reinforced at the metropolitan 
scale. Instead of promoting an inclusive city, Madrid 
continues to develop as a wealthy north and a poorer south. 

This division prevents residents and landscapes from 
sharing a comparable and self-suffi  cient environment. Such 
an environment would integrate housing, employment, 
facilities, urban services, and open spaces.

It also appears diffi  cult to imagine diff erent income groups 
coexisting within the same residential building. The Madrid 
Río project has successfully reconnected the two banks of 
the Manzanares River. However, its underground motorway 
encourages private vehicle use. This, in turn, facilitates 
the concentration of tertiary activities in the north and 
residential uses in the south.

As a result, land price disparities between these areas are 
further intensifi ed. The motorway lacks public transport 
infrastructure, intermodal connections, and park-and-
ride facilities. No real alternatives to private car use are 
provided.

Finally, it is worth asking why urbanism and architecture 
continue to be treated as separate professional activities. 
Bruno Zevi coined the term urbatecture to describe them 
as a single discipline. In this view, both share common 
procedures and objectives. These include the rational and 
creative composition of space in relation to its social and 
landscape context.

This professional integration complements both fi elds and 
operates as a continuous process. It adapts to the changing 
conditions of physical and social phenomena. Their 
separation, by contrast, leads to a regulatory and numerical 
form of urbanism. It also produces an architecture that is 
formally self-referential and detached from the purposes it 
should serve.

This separation is clearly refl ected in architectural 
education. There has been a gradual fragmentation of 
specialisations. This aff ects teaching practices, as academics 
are sometimes more inclusive in their professional or 
research work than in what they transmit in the classroom.

In this context, the introduction of courses based on the 
ApS (service-learning) model represents a signifi cant step 
forward. These courses respond to concrete demands raised 
by associations, whether neighbourhood-based or thematic.

We are currently immersed in a process in which economic 
profi t consistently outweighs social well-being. Classical 
economic thinking, associated with authors such as Adam 
Smith, David Ricardo, or John Stuart Mill, has been 
replaced by a neoliberal model. Paradoxically—but 
understandably—there is also a growing professional 
interest in urban health and inclusive architecture. For this 
reason, this monographic issue of Textos de ‘Arquitectura’ is 
both timely and necessary.
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